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ARCHAEOLOGICAL ATLAS OF BIHAR

The Archaeological Atlas of Bihar is an attempt to decipher a supremely rich but at the same
time a complex cultural heritage of Bihar. Its panoramic canvas opens a whole new vista of the
archaeology, history and geography of Bihar with an unprecedented clarity. While it banks on the
most updated and reliable archaeological and geographical database covering 5,000 years of
the state’s human history, a concise narrative and a generous use of maps with associated
features are intended to be visually appealing, speaking directly to the reader.

The content in this atlas has been divided under three heads - ‘Union-protected’,
‘State-protected’ and ‘Other’ sites. A series of maps run through these, detailing the time periods
and the factors that led to their evolution and development. It attempts to underline the march
of civilization and cultural traits over different phases/periods of history since the prehistoric
period up to the protected monuments of the relatively modern times.

Being an integral part of showcasing heritage, archaeo-tourism in the state has witnessed a
phenomenal growth in recent years. This edition will be of immense significance in identifying
the archaeological sites as tourist destinations in the state.

VIVEK KUMAR SINGH

Vivek Kumar Singh, IAS, is currently serving as Development Commissioner in the Government
of Bihar. He started working on this atlas when he was Secretary in the Department of Art,
Culture and Youth. He has edited and authored a number of books on wide-ranging topics. His
earlier books like Gaachch Guchch on the flora of Bihar; Ancient Heritage of Anga; Rohtas
Darpan; Patna-A Monumental History; Waterbodies Atlas of Bihar; and Understanding Cryptic
Crosswords-A Step By Step Guide have won him wide acclaim.

An alumnus of St Michael’s High School, Patna, he has a BSc Honours in Physics from Ramjas
College, Delhi University. He completed LLB while in job. He has been trained at Harvard
Kennedy School in the US and IIM-Bangalore. Apart from his books, he has given to the world
three unique crossword platforms — A-Clue-A-Day (ACAD); Indian Crossword League (IXL); and
CCCC, a national inter-school crossword contest.

He has done PhD on the Impact of Climate Events on Agriculture Ecology and Food Security. He
has presented papers at United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, COP 22 at
Marrakech, Morocco and COP 23 at Bonn, Germany, while posted as Principal Secretary,
Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Chairman, State Pollution Control Board in Bihar.
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